
 
 

   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Joe Cotroneo  
It is my pleasure to present this report for the financial year 1 July 2018 until 30 June 2019.  
The Financial report was sent out to all full members of the Association. 

As you would be aware, Brenton Scott our committed and long serving Executive Officer made a 
decision late last year to finish his role with the Association. Brenton had been with the Association 
since 1995. On behalf of the Board and management, I extend my sincere thanks to Brenton for his 
tireless efforts over a 23 year period. His dedication and leadership in driving the strategy that 
overturned the Government’s decision to ban greyhound racing in 2016/17 will always have the 
Association’s deepest gratitude. In addition, his relentless work with NSW Government Premier and 
Cabinet on the Greyhound Reform Panel and included being Lead Executive - NSW Greyhound 
Industry Alliance (2016/17), Industry representative – Joint Working Group (2015/16) and numerous 
other roles was outstanding.  

Brenton was extremely well respected amongst all industry stakeholders and we wish him every 
success and happiness. 

Following Brenton’s decision to move on, a full organisational review was conducted by the Board 
and remaining senior management so as to re-align the structure to meet the changing demands of 
the business. Ellen Harris was appointed interim General Manager.  

The Board then advertised a new position of GBOTA General Manager with Sportspeople. Following 
a thorough process experienced sports administrator Stephen Noyce was appointed to the role and 
commenced duties in late June 2019. We look forward to working with Stephen to make a positive 
contribution to our business.  

After 9 years of total commitment to the GBOTA and the industry, Ellen Harris also decided to leave 
the business this year. She was always a passionate supporter of the Association and the participants 
and this earned her great respect from all in the industry. Along with Brenton, she will always be 
highly regarded and fondly remembered for her leading role in overturning the ban. She worked 
tirelessly during this period to help save an industry that she loved and respected. I am sure that she 
will be a success in whatever path she next chooses and we wish her and her lovely family every 
happiness and success. 

Advocacy remains a key pillar for the Association and after the State elections earlier this year we 
sent a congratulations letter to everyone who was elected and requested a meeting with the various  

 



 

 

sitting members to meet and discuss our wonderful industry and plans for moving forward. A large 
number of meetings have taken place and the response has been quite positive. The Board is 
presently reviewing our current advocacy framework so as to deliver better and quicker outcomes to 
members. 

Naturally Judy Lind (GWIC) and Tony Mestrov (GRNSW) have now had more time to settle into their 
important roles and I am pleased with the level of co-operation that is being displayed amongst the 
industry bodies. Whilst internally we won’t always see eye to eye it is critical that externally we show 
a strong, united and positive approach to our future. Both organisations have created powerful 
Strategic Plans and we appreciate the opportunities to work with them to deliver their agreed 
outcomes. 

My genuine thanks are afforded to our new racing minister, the Honourable Kevin Anderson MP. 
Kevin is a country person with a strong passion and feel for his local community. I have no doubt he 
is a strong supporter of our great industry and Kevin has gone out of his way to show his support for 
the industry and in a very busy schedule has attended numerous industry functions, I am 
comfortable that we are in very good hands under Kevin’s leadership for the industry. He has often 
been quoted as saying ---- “I don’t just want the greyhound industry to survive I want it to thrive!!!” I 
believe that the Minister is well aware that the greyhound industry is grossly underfunded and we 
look forward to working with him and all the elected politicians to achieve our rightful share of the 
wagering pie.  

Like every racing industry in Australia, we must all remain vigilant in relation to protecting and 100% 
upholding all aspects of racing integrity – there can be absolutely no grey areas. We will also 
continue to work with GWIC and GRNSW and our wonderful track managers and staff to ensure that 
we prepare and present first class tracks and facilities, for all participants, that deliver high quality 
and safe racing. 

Despite a few early hick ups, I am confident that our new membership/point of sale system is now 
fully operational and I am looking forward to a strong focus of member rewards and benefits, and 
robust recruitment program during the year. A strong and vibrant membership basis represents a 
strong and vibrant Association. 

As I indicated in my report last year, the Board budgeted for a deficit this financial year. Taking into 
account a large volume of one-off costs I believe our result for the year is acceptable and obviously 
in line with the previous year. Moving forward, I am looking forward to working with our new 
management team to achieve a positive financial result next year.  

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my genuine thanks to all the owners, trainers 
breeders and supporters who invest their money and countless hours in support of our great 
industry. Your contribution is not taken for granted and is gratefully appreciated. Thanks also to the 
many volunteers who give so much to the industry. 

Thank you to my fellow directors who work tirelessly and with great commitment to represent the 
members in everything they do. To the management and all of the GBOTA staff employed at all of 
our tracks, thank you for your positive support, dedication and commitment. 

Finally, to our members, whose support I greatly admire and appreciate many, many thanks for the 
passion, love and commitment our industry that we all love. I am confident that there are enormous 
opportunities ahead for our Association and the industry and I am really excited about the year 
ahead and we all look forward to delivering exciting and positive outcomes to you. 
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